Secondary intraocular lens implantation after cataract surgery in children.
To report results of secondary intraocular lens implantation after cataract surgery in children. We reviewed clinical records for a 5-year period of patients who had cataract surgery in childhood and received a secondary intraocular lens implant. We studied indications for secondary intraocular lens placement; surgical procedures for intraocular lens implantation; preoperative and postoperative visual acuity, refractive error, and binocular status; and complications of the procedure. A secondary intraocular lens was placed in 28 eyes of 25 patients who had cataract surgery in childhood. In 20 eyes, the lenses were placed in the ciliary sulcus. The other eight eyes had insufficient capsular support for an intraocular lens; in two, the intraocular lens was placed in the anterior chamber and, in six, in the posterior chamber with suture fixation to the sclera. Twenty of 28 eyes (71%) had measurable improvement in visual acuity; only one eye had a decrease in visual acuity of 2 lines. Fifteen patients (54%) had a final refraction within 1.50 diopters of the fellow eye; 21 (75%) were within 3.00 diopters. During follow-up, two eyes developed glaucoma. One had transient pressure elevation; one required two filtration procedures. Three patients required Nd:YAG capsulotomy. Six patients demonstrated Worth fusion at distance and near; three demonstrated 200 seconds of arc or better stereo visual acuity. Secondary placement of an intraocular lens in the posterior chamber appears to be a safe, effective alternative for correction of aphakia in the contact lens- or spectacles-intolerant child or young adult.